AMERICAN HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY

SYLLABUS

Department:  Social Studies

Room:  #214

Teacher:  Kevin Miller

E-mail: kevin.miller@myeagles.org
Phone:  (517) 592-6634  ext.  275

Office Hours:
Students – any time during the day when I am not   teaching.

Parents – Please schedule an appointment.

Text Book:  McDougal Littell, “The Americans”

Course Discription:

American History is required for all Freshmen.  The class will help students develop a better understanding of those things that have shaped our nation into what it is today. It is essential for citizens in a democratic society such as the U.S. to study history and geography.  It gives us the opportunity to think about who we are and our possible future.  The objective of this class is to follow the Michigan High School Content Expectations (HSCE) that establishes what every student is expected to know by the end of high school.  The HSCE is meant to be used as a guide for both curriculum development and assessment of learning, and the Michigan Merit Exam (MME).

Homework:

To meet the expectations of the class, students will have to complete a variety of assignments from each chapter. These may include section and chapter reviews which strengthens students knowledge on the vocabulary, make them better thinkers in answering critical thinking questions and offers them practice in answering questions from samples from the MME. Specific writings from the past will be read in order for students to gain a better understanding of the content.

Technology:

Technology will also play an important role in the learning process.  Power Point prestations will be used as a way to explain the importance of the time era in which students can engage in discussions.  Also computers from our lab here at school and at home will help in researching important aspects of American History when projects are assigned.  Videos will also be an instrument used in bringing realism to the subject at hand.

Writing:

The students will be using writing skills as they take stands on issues pertaining to history.  Writing will be taken very seriously as students will learn the Five Michigan Merit Exam Rubric Categories listed below.

a) Taking a stand

b) Prior knowledge

c) Core Democratic Values

d) Data

e) Opposition

Grading:

In order to get a passing grade in the class all will be assessed on the evidence of the understanding content and quality of work.  They will also be tested over each chapter covered answering challenging question on vocabulary, multiple choice, map skills and critical thinking.  There will also be a mid-term and a final exam which students will be tested on those things they have learned previously throughout each semester.




Assignments
10 points




Employability 
10 Points




Test


100 Points




Projects

100 Points




Extra Credit

Teacher Discretion

· Some assignments may be graded differently based on the amount of work.  Therefore, teacher discretion will apply.

Weighting/Grading Scale




1st period 

40%




2nd period

40%




Exam


20%




100 – 90

A




 89 – 80

B




 79 – 70

C




 69 – 60

D




 59 – 0

F

Late Work Policy:

All late assignments will not be graded and will receive a 0, unless the student was excused on the day of the assignment.  The instructor will consider extenuating circumstance, provided they are communicated immediately by a parent, guardian, or resource teacher.  Students with excused absences are allowed one day to make up the assigned work.

Course Schedule:

We will follow the format of the text.  The chapters and the MHSCE’s are listed below.  Each code number is defined in the text.

CHAPTER



MHSCE
The First World War

6.2.2, 6.2.3, 6.2.4

Roaring Twenties


6.2.3.5, 6.2.3, 6.3.1, 6.1.1.5, 6.1.5.6

Roaring Life of the Twenties
6.3.2.1, 7.1.1.2, 7.1.1.1

Great Depression


7.1.2.1, 7.2.4, 7.2.1.3, 7.2.1.4

The New Deal


7.1.3.1, 7.1.3.3, 7.1.2.2

World War Looms


7.2.1.1, 7.2.4, 7.2.1.3, 7.2.1.4

U.S. in WWII


7.2.2, 7.2.3.1, 7.2.3.2, 7.2.3.4

Cold War Conflicts
8.1.1.1, 8.1.1.2, 8.1.2.2, 8.2.2.1, 8.1.2.5, 8.1.2.6

Post War Boom
8.2.2.1, 8.2.2.2

New Frontier & Great Soc.
8.1.2.3, 8.1.2.6, 8.2.2.1, 8.2.2.2

Civil Rights
8.3.1.2, 8.3.1.3, 8.3.1.4

Vietnam War Years
8.1.2.4, 8.2.4

Era of Social Change
8.3.1.2, 8.3.4, 8.3.3, 8.2.4

An Age of Limits
8.3.1.2, 8.2.4, 8.1.2.3

The Conservative Tide
9.1.2.1, 9.1.2.2, 8.3.4, 8.1.2.5, 8.1.3

The U.S. in Today’s World
9.1.2.3, 9.22, 9.2.1, 8.2.1

Classroom Conduct:

It is essential that all students claim ownership of their learning and daily attitude.  All must always follow the classroom rules of staying on task, being prepared, and being respectful.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  It is entirely the responsibility of the student to keep track of assignments and to hand in work on time.    

