GOVERNMENT/ECONOMICS

SYLABUS

Department:  Social Studies

Room:  #214

Teacher:  Kevin Miller

E-mail:  Kevin.miller@myeagles.org
Phone:  (517) 592-6634 Ext.  275

Office Hours:




Students – any time during the day when I am available




Parents – Please schedule an appointment

Test Books:  Glencoe, “US Government Democracy in Action”

                      Junior Achievement, “JA Economics”

Course Descriptions:

Government and Economics are required for all juniors.   During the first semester the class will help students develop a better understanding of our democratic system of government.  During the second semester the class will help each student develop an opportunity to learn more about the thinking and knowledge that goes into economics.  The objective of the class is to follow the Michigan High School Content Expectations (HSCE) that establishes what every student is expected to know by the end of High School.  The HSCE is meant to be used as a guide for both curriculum development and assessment of learning, and the Michigan Merit Exam (MME).
Homework:

To meet the expectations of the class, student will have to complete a variety of assignments from each chapter.  These may include section and chapter reviews which strengthen student’s knowledge on the vocabulary, and make them better thinkers in answering critical thinking questions.  Specific writings from the past and present will be read in order for students to gain a better understanding of the content.  Lesson Plans can be found on www.cchsmiller.weebly.com.
Technology:

Technology will also play an important role in the learning process.  Power Point presentations may be used to illustrate particular aspects concerning Government and Economics.  Also computers from our lab here at school and at home will help in researching topics when projects are assigned.  Videos will also be an instrument used in bringing realism to the subject at hand.

Writing:

The students will be using writing skills as they take stands on issues pertaining to either Government or Economics.  Writing will be taken very seriously as students will learn the Five Michigan Merit Exam Rubric Categories listed below.

a) Taking a stand

b) Prior Knowledge

c) Core Democratic Values

d) Data

e) Opposition.

Grading:

In order to get a passing grade in the class all will be assessed on the evidence of the understanding content and quality of work.  They will also be tested over each chapter covered answering challenging questions on vocabulary, multiple choice, and critical thinking.  There will also be a final exam which students will be tested on those things they have learned previously throughout each semester.



Assignments 
10 points



Employability 
10 points



Test


100 points



Projects

100 points



Extra Credit

Teacher Discretion
· Some assignments may be graded differently based on the amount of work.  Therefore, teacher discretion will apply.

Weighting/Grading Scale


1st period

40%


2nd period

40%


Exam


20%


100 – 90

A

89 – 80

B

79 – 70

C

69 – 60

D

59 – 0


F

Late Work Policy:

All late assignments will not be graded and will receive a 0, unless the student was excused on the day of the assignment.  The instructor will consider extenuating circumstance, provided they are communicated immediately by a parent, guardian, or resource teacher.  Students with excused absences are allowed one day to make up the assigned work.

Course Schedule:

We will follow the format of the text.  

Chapter 1
People and Government

Chapter 2
Origins of American Government

Chapter 3 
The Constitution

Chapter 4
The Federal System

Chapter 5 
The Organization of Congress

Chapter 6
Development of Congressional Powers

Chapter 7
Congress at Work

Chapter 8
The Presidency

Chapter 9
Presidential Leadership

Chapter 10
The Federal Bureaucracy

Chapter 11
The Federal Court System

Chapter 12
Supreme Court Decision Making

Chapter 13
Constitutional Freedoms

Chapter 14
Citizenship and Equal Justice

Chapter 15
Law in America

Chapter 16
Political Parties
Chapter 17
Elections and Voting

Chapter 18
Interest Groups and Public Opinions

Chapter 19
The Mass Media

Chapter 20
Taxing and Spending

Chapter 21
Social and Domestic Policy

Chapter 22
Foreign Policy and Defense

Chapter 23
Structure and Function of the State Government

Chapter 24
Structure and Function of Local Government

Chapter 25
Political Systems in Today’s World

Chapter 26
Development of Economic Systems

Classroom Conduct:

It is essential that all students claim ownership of their learning and daily attitude.  All must always follow the classroom rules of staying on task, being prepared, and being respectful.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  It is entirely the responsibility of the student to keep track of assignments and to hand in work on time.

